I. Activity Title: Animal Spirit
I. Approximate Time: three 45 minute class periods computer time

  Ten-twelve 45 minute class periods production time 
II. Activity Description: Students will use water color pencils to create an animal spirit based on the work of Sue Coccia.

II. Level: 8th
III. Standard:
VA8C.1Applies information from other disciplines to enhance the understanding and production of artworks
VA8MC.2 Identifies and works to solve problems through authentic engagement (thinking, planning and experimenting) with art methods and materials, exploring the nature of creativity

VA8MC.3 Demonstrates how artists crate and communicate meaning in artworks 

IV. Essential Question: 

How can we use information from other disciplines in our artwork?

How can we create meaning in our art? 

How can one picture be made with many different methods and materials? 

V. Goals/Performance Objectives:

Students will use scientific research in order to study the flora, fauna, and habitat of the animal each student chooses.
Students will create a work of art that shows the flora, fauna, and habitat of an animal.

Students will use drawing, coloring, painting, and outlining to create one work of art

VI. Materials and Instructional Resources:

Instructional Materials-



Class set of computers


Printer



Ruler



Pencil sharpeners



Light tracers and window

Consumable Materials-


Printer paper

Pencils


Rubric for each student


Research sheet for each student 

Watercolor pencils (in tall gray cabinet)

Ultra fine sharpies 

12x12 white paper (For final copy)

12x12 newsprint paper (for rough drafts)

VII. Teacher Preparation:

Teacher will make copies of rubric and instructions

Teacher will reserve computers

Teacher will cut white paper

Teacher will cut newsprint 

Teacher will view www.earthartinternational.com and pick a few images to show students as examples 

VIII. Procedures:

a. Motivation/Hook

Students will view previous student work and teacher example 

b. Statement of Objectives for Students

Teacher will review flora, fauna, and habitat. Teacher will discuss how there are many steps involved with creating works of art- and how it is important to understand that science concepts are being used in art. Students will create a work of art that shows the flora, fauna, and habitat of an animal.

c. Helping Students Recall Prerequisites

Teacher will remind students that they were supposed to bring in a full body picture of an animal of their choice (no dogs or cats). It needs to be an animal that they can research. The teacher will remind students that it is absolutely not okay to trace a picture, but it is okay to trace your own artwork. 
d. Presenting Information

Teacher will show www.earthartinternational.com to students. Students will discuss how each image is filled with different elements of flora, fauna, and habitat. 
Teacher will review rubric with students

Teacher will review research sheet with students

Teacher will discuss how even if you finish the research on your animal, you should research all the elements of flora, fauna, and habitat that you have discovered. For example, if your animal eats shrimp, start looking up shrimp and find pictures of how to draw it. 

e. Providing Practice and Feedback

Students will spend 3 days in the computer lab researching their animal. Students will spend time practicing drawing their rough drafts (filling up the entire newsprint paper). If the rough draft is to small, students will have to redraw it. If the teacher sees students tracing the picture they brought in, students will have to re start. The class as a whole will create the final copy paper. The rough draft drawing should be an outline drawing only Example: 
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First draw your animal (full 

Body on the rough draft) 
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Create final copy paper 


Use lightboxes to trace YOUR

Rough draft drawing onto 

YOUR final copy paper. Try to 

Have your animal overlapping

The boarders

Start filling in your animal and the boarder of your animal with picture information. See the Bird (Crain) animal spirit in the examples folder). Draw everything in pencil first, get approved, and then start coloring with the water color pencils. Only color in the boarder, and the animal- leaving the square around the animal white. Paint with water. Put on drying rack to dry. When complete, outline all original pencil lines with a ultrafine sharpie. Name goes on the Front (bottom right)
f. Summarizing the Lesson/Review Key Concepts

The teacher will review the objectives. 
IX. Assessment:

Students will self assess and turn the rubric in with their final artwork and research. The teacher will review self assessment.
X. Extending Activities:

If student completes their animal spirit early, they may work on their zero gravity room. 
XI. Modifications/Accommodations for Special Needs

Some students may require extra time based on readiness. Some students may require step by step reviews each day. Some students may require peer partners or peer assistance. 
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